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THE NEWSLETTER OF THE ROYAL AUSTRALIAN ELECTRICAL AND MECHANICAL ENGINEERS
SUBMISSION GUIDELINES AND TEMPLATE – V1.0 
This guide is intended to provide generic guidance re the complilation of submissions for Maintenance Matters.
General requirements.
1.  All serving or former RAEME members are welcome to make submissions to the RAEME National Newsletter. Submissions will be warmly welcomed from all, especially from serving Workshops or members.
What to submit
2. Examples of content for submissions may include, but are not limited to:
a. 	Major news regarding Corps changes, honours & award recipients, promotions, or farewells of notable Corps members. 
b.	Details of upcoming events or reports & photos from recent events. Please provide the basic details, ie who, what, where, when, cost, dress, RSVP requirement etc.
c.	Serving workshop submissions on recent or planned activities, or general descriptions of workshop structures and elements that set individual workshops apart from others.
d.	Personal reflections on service or relevant papers for consideration
e.	Public media (ADF or civilian) of RAEME members, units or general matters.
f.	Historical references, including reports or reflections on individual deployments
g.	Humorous content will always be welcome
h.	Matters that may be of interest to Corps members, including tips and tricks.
i.	Other nationally relevant news/photos
j.	Vale and welfare notifications
k.	Photos, photos and more photos. We want to see what people are doing.
3. Items that may be excluded from publication include anything that:
a.	could compromise ADF personnel, units, or operations
b.	is derogatory toward individuals, units, RAEME, or the ADF
c.	conflicts with RAEME, Army, or ADF principles
d.	is relevant only to individual Associations or Regions (e.g., AGM minutes, financials, local calls for support etc)
e.	is without a clear RAEME link or where similar items are available through Corps channels
f.	includes personal political views or opinions
g.	is divisive, including anything that promote social change or contentious issues in general.
Deadlines for submissions
4. 	In order to meet publication timelines, all submissions must be made NLT the 5th day of every month. Late submissions will be considered by exception.
Guidance for submissions
5. The following general principles should apply to all submissions:
a.	Security. Information provided in submissions must be suitable for public release.
b.	File types. Any file in general may be submitted but the editorial preference for submissions is in Microsoft Word documents. Photos or videos may be embedded in the document or they may be sent separately. Individual file formats that require specialist software to open, for example, Photoshop, should be avoided. 
c.	Word counts. There is no set word limit for any individual submissions.
d.	Crediting. If any submission references work of others, they should be referenced in the submission.
e.	Tense. The preference is for all submissions to be written in third-person tense however first-person submissions may be accepted for personal reflections.
f.	Fonts and sizes. There is no requirement to maintain any fonts for submissions however in general, published material will be in 10pt Calibri Light font.

How to submit
6. The preferred method for submission is the online portal at https://raeme.org.au (under PublicationsMaintenance Matters)
7. Requests for email submissions may be made to Newsletter@raeme.org.au.
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Or RAEME in the Field, but not as you know it…
The weekend of 20-22 Feb 26 saw the Annual RAEME Get Together take place at Bjelke-Peterson Dam at Moffatdale SE Qld. From a small group in 2018, this year saw 144 past and present Corps members along with their partners gather at the Bjelke-Petersen Dam Caravan and Recreation Park. Thanks yet again to Heath & Rowena for looking after us with discounted accommodation over the weekend.
Friday afternoon’s “Happy Hour” saw Greg Riley welcomed everyone to the weekend, followed by Karen Cairns & Helen Neeson, this year’s “Mistresses of Ceremony” (MC’s) briefing everyone on the planned activities over the weekend. Friday night’s entertainer, John Lindsay, who apart from keeping everyone entertained till “Bedtime”, brought everyone to a literal standstill at sunset, as he played a stirring rendition of the “Last Post” on his guitar followed by the Ode recited by Greg Riley. The “A” Team fed the masses via a snag sizzle, ably led by Karen & Helen with a great support team of, Lynette, Julie, Easy & Shane. As the crowd dwindled, most saving themselves for a ‘Big One’ tomorrow night, some of the more adventurous participants stayed on to relive past recoveries, convoy trips, exercises, and assorted shenanigans into the small hours of Saturday morning.
Saturday afternoon saw Jaquie Gillam giving a brief on the planned changes by DVA to the VEA, DRCA & MRCA, to those that were interested or may be affected by the changes. An informative session that had a lot of people a lot less stressed after the briefing. This was followed by the MC’s hosting an hilarious and entertaining Trivia competition with the questions delivered in a manner that only a qualified RI could deliver. The trivia comp then rolled on into the Charity Auction.
The auction is run to raise a few dollars that are then gifted to the Murgon Hospital Auxiliary in appreciation of the support we get from the local community each year, from the loan of a cold room from Murgon APEX, discounted accommodation from the van park for the weekend, Friday night’s entertainment supplied by the South Burnett Counsil. By choosing the hospital auxiliary, it is a cause that aids the entire local community. Our master auctioneer Micheal ‘Wilko” Wilkinson, assisted by ‘spotter’ Karl Kuzmenko with ‘super model’ Clarrie Sanders in support. This is held in conjunction with yet another “Happy Hour”, considering how long these last, they are the worst named event of the entire weekend. However, a few refreshing beverages seemed to relax the grip everyone had on their purse strings, and some phenomenal prices were realised for some of the rarer auction items. It was then up to Cheryl Clegg and Perry Belford to host "Saturday Night Live" AKA "Karaoke night" AKA the "RAEME Rock Show" well supported by Wilko as stand-in sound engineer. There was plenty of talent and thankfully only the rare case of no talent on display. From ABBA through to ZZ Top, the crowd was kept singing along till we hit the park’s noise curfew. Unable to attend this year’s event, Terry ‘Sandals’ Johnson delivered his stirring version of ‘The Band Played Waltzing Matilda’ in the best of RAEME ‘Just make it work’ traditions, sung on the Sunny Coast, delivered by data link to BP Dam, played over a phone into a mic through the sound system and enjoyed by all. A special thanks to Graham ‘Ernie’ Earnshaw and the Bray Park Strathpine RSL for the use of their professional sound system for the night. Again, some people played harder than others and were keeping the fire pit stoked and telling yarns, some of which I suspect were even true well into Sunday morning.
Sunday kicked off with a sausage sizzle for breakfast, held in conjunction with the “Crafty Markets” with all manner of goodies made by the crafty ladies and some of the crafty crafties on offer. We then gathered on the ‘Grassy Knoll’ to draw the raffle, the major prize being a RAEME themed rug hand made by Pam Beal, a brief on next year’s gathering, the group photo and the presentation of the funds raised over the weekend to Murial Shultz, the President of the Murgon Hospital Auxiliary. Shane ‘Easy’ Rider won the raffle but since it was his sister that made the rug, taking it home wasn’t an option, and it was gifted to Wendy Dowling. This year the event raised $5,223.25, this was a surprising amount, firstly because it is easily the highest amount we have ever raised since we started fund raising and brought the cumulative amount donated to close to $20K, and secondly, everything was sold in whole dollar amounts, but we still ended up with $0.25.
The planning for next year’s event is well underway, and thanks to an extremely generous donation by Darren ‘Monty’ Moncrieff through his company Pacific Direct, it is already shaping up to be a huge gathering surpassing everything that has gone before.
If you would like more info or to get involved, head to RAEME 10th Annual Get Together 26/2 - 28/2 2027 Bjelke-Petersen Dam | Facebook answer the membership questions and follow along.
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Karen & Helen, our Mistresses of Ceremony for the weekend.
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Friday Night’s entertainer, John Lindsay.
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The ‘A’ Team feeding the masses.
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The last flag to fly over RTC, an auction record price paid.
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Judging the “Best Aussie” costume.
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Judging the “Best Aussie” costume.
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Judging the “Best Aussie” costume.
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Judging the “Best Aussie” costume.
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Karakoe night
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Karakoe night
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Great job, Cheryl, Perry and Wilko.
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The Craft Markets
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Drawing the major raffle prize.
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And the winner is…
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Presenting $5223.23 to the President of the Murgon Hospital Auxiliary.
[image: ]
The “Gathering”
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